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Dear Ms. Dortch: 

I wish to take this opportunity to offer my support and the support of our organization 
regarding the application by Verizon Maryland, Verizon Washington, DC, and Verizon 
West Virginia for authorization to provide in-region, InterLATA Services in the 
states of Maryland and West Virginia and the District of Columbia, WC Docket No. 
02-384. We have been and will continue to be an interested party and have supported 
Verizon at the Maryland Public Service Commission in the past. We think approval of 
this request would be in the best interests of small businesses, educational institutions, 
and private individuals by providing healthy competition to both lower rates and improve 
services. 

Our organization is a non-profit Women's Business Center whose mission is to provide 
quality training, counseling, and technical assistance to any woman who owns or desires 
to own a business, including socially and economically disadvantaged women and 
women on welfare. We have six office locations providing such services throughout rural 
Maryland and West Virginia; therefore, competitive long distance rates and services are 
important to us and the clients we serve. 

Our experiencc with Verizon shows that they are a responsible corporate citizen, and we 
recommend that you give a favorable review to their application before the Federal 
Communications Commission. 

Sincerely, 

Beatrice A. Checket, President and CEO 
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